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Unit -I

Classical Sociological Theory

The socio-historical and intellectual background of Sociology,the Nature and scope of Sociology,
August Comte:Sociology Positivism,Social evolution,Law of Three Stages,
Karl Marx :Historical and dialectical materialism ,class,Conflict,Capital-base and super structure,

Emile Durkheim:social Fact ,methodology,social solidarity ,social change,religion and society,
Division of Labour,

Max Weber:social Action, Methodology,Authority — Class, Status and Power,Religion and
Economy

Unit -l

Modern Sociological Theory and Indian Thinkers

Conflict Theory and Neo-Marxism (Lewis Coser — Ralf Dahrendorf — Antonio Gramsci — Louis
Althusser — Habermas) Functionalism and Neo-Functionalism (Talcott Parsons— Robert Merton
—Jefferey Alexander) Interpretative Sociology (G.H. Mead — Harold Garfinkel — Erving Goffman —
Alfred Schutz — Peter Berger — Luckmann)

Indian Thinkers-M.K.Gandhi,Radha Kamal Mukherjee,G,S.Ghuriye,M.N.Srinivas,lravati Karve.
Unit -1l

Research Methodology and Methods

Meaning and nature (social phenomena — scientific enquiry — objectivity and subjectivity — fact
and value)



Quantitative methods (survey — research design — hypothesis — sampling, techniques of data
collection: observation, questionnaire and interview)

Qualitative methods (participant observation — case study — content analysis — oral history — life
history).Sampling (Probability and Non-Probability).

Unit -IV

Sociology of India

Approaches to the Study of Indian Society (Indology — Civilizational — Functional — Marxist —
Subaltern)

People of India (groups and communities— unity and diversity — pluralism)

Caste structure and change (Tribe and Caste— forms of caste — caste and social institutions —
changes in caste system)

Rural social structure (village community — change in village community-Culture)

Social Institution-Family, kinship and marriage,Economy,polity,Relegion,Education,Customs
and Law.

Unit -V

Social Stratification

Concepts- Equality, Inequality, Hierarchy, Exclusion,Theories of social stratification (social class
— class, status, and party — cultural stratification)

Forms of stratification (caste — class — gender — ethnic)

Stratification and social mobility in India.Social Change and Processes(Evolution and Diffusion-
Modernization and Development.

Unit-VI

Economy and Society

Social Organization of Work in Different Types of Societies- Slave, Feudal, Industrial &
Capitalist,Exchange Gift, Capital, Labour and Market,Theories on economic social relationship,

Models of Economic Development, Gender and Labour Process,Business and Family Digital
Economy, E-Commerce Global Business and Corporates,Tourism,Consumption,Features of



industrial society (factory system — division of labor— bureaucracy — rationality— production
relations — surplus value — alienation)

Unit -VII

State, Politics and Development

Political Processes in India- Tribe, Nation State and Border,Bureaucracy, Governance and
Development,

Public Policy: Health, Education and Livelihoods,Political Culture,Grass-root Democracy Law and
Society

Gender and Development,Corruption,Role of International Development Organizations,Social
Movements and Protests,Pressure Groups,Civil Society and Citizenship

NGOs, Activism and Leadership ,Reservations and Politics.
Unit -VIII

Globalization

Concept, history of globalization ,Dimensions of globalization: social, cultural, political,
economic and ecological,Globalization in India,

Globalization in culture and society: Family, marriage, relationship, Language
andcommunication, Social Structure, Globalization in economy

Globalization of Indian banks with WTO regime, Micro finance, Economic liberalization: free
marketpolicy,Globalization in Environment: Tourism, Pollution, Global warming.

Unit -IX

Science, Technology and Society

History of Technological Development,Changing notions of Time and Space, Flows and
Boundaries Virtual Community,Media:-Print and Electronic, Visual and Social Media, E-
Governance and Surveillance Society,

Technology and Emerging Political Processes,State Policy, Digital Divide and Inclusion
Technology and Changing Family Relations,Technology and Changing Health Systems,Food and
Technology ,Cyber Crime



Unit -X

Rural and Urban Transformations

Introduction of Rural Sociology- Rural and Peasant Society- Caste-Tribe Settlements, Agrarian
Social Structure and Emergent Class Relations,Land Ownership and Agrarian Relations,Decline
of Agrarian Economy, De-Peasantization and Migration, Agrarian Unrest and Peasant
Movements, Changing Inter-Community Relations and Violenc,

Urban Society- Urbanism, Urbanity and Urbanization,Towns, Cities and Mega-Cities, Industry,
Service and Business,Neighbourhood, Slums and Ethnic Enclaves, Middle Class and Gated
Communities, Urban Movements and Violence.

NOTE:-
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